
A Moment with Management

DECEMBER 16, 2021



TODAYS TOPIC:

SOA Lakes: They 
are not just fish 

ponds



A DISCUSSION INTO HOW OUR LAKE 
SYSTEMS WORK, THEIR PURPOSE, AND 
OUR MAINTENANCE PROGRAMS



*There are 85 ponds in Sandestin consisting of over 200 
surface acres of water (9.5% of the property)

*All Sandestin ponds are part of the master stormwater 
system that eventually drains to the Choctawhatchee 
Bay

*By approved design, Sandestin receives stormwater 
from Tops’l, Silver Sands, Grand Boulevard, and 
Highway 98

Did you know?



1. Stormwater Treatment

2. Irrigation Source

3. Aesthetics

What Purpose do the ponds serve?



THE PRIMARY PURPOSE OF ALL THE 
SANDESTIN LAKE SYSTEM IS 
STORMWATER MANAGEMENT 



FLOW MAP OF SANDESTIN PONDS
South Stormwater Network



FLOW MAP OF SANDESTIN PONDS
West Stormwater Network



FLOW MAP OF SANDESTIN PONDS
East Stormwater Network



 Q: What are stormwater ponds and why do we need them?
A: A stormwater pond is designed to collect and manage runoff from 
rainwater. When rainwater lands on rooftops, parking lots, streets, driveways 
and other hard surfaces, the rainfall that doesn’t soak into the ground 
(stormwater runoff) flows into your neighborhood stormwater pond through 
grates, pipes, shallow swales or ditches. Stormwater ponds are required for 
most new development (since the 1980s) and are specifically designed to 
help prevent flooding and remove pollutants from the water. Without these 
ponds, stormwater would carry pollutants like litter, motor oil, gasoline, 
fertilizers, pesticides, pet wastes, sediments and anything else that can float, 
into nearby bays, streams, rivers, lakes, wetlands, estuaries or the Gulf of 
Mexico.



GIS Map of Drain Connections to Ponds



THE IRRIGATION ELEMENT



AS A RESULT OF THE DEVELOPMENT OF 
THE LAKES, WE ARE ABLE TO TAKE 
ADVANTAGE OF SOME OF THEM FOR 
OUR IRRIGATIONS PURPOSES



5 PRIMARY PUMP STATION 
LOCATIONS 



ARROWHEAD PUMP STATION



CLUB DRIVE PUMP STATION



CRYSTAL LAKE PUMP STATION



NORTH PUMP STATION



SOUTH PUMP STATION



THE SOA MAINTAINS NUMEROUS 
OTHER RECHARGE WELLS AND 
TRANSFER PUMPS TO ENSURE WATER IS 
AVAILABLE AT THE LAKES THAT ARE 
USED FOR IRRIGATION.



THE RECHARGE PUMPS ARE CRITICAL 
DURING THE DROUGHT WHEN RAIN IS 
LOW AND IRRIGATION DEMAND IS 
HIGH



PROTECTING THE LAKE SYSTEM





 Effects of Grass in Lakes Alachua County Florida





BACTERIA ALGAE AGENTS TO 
COMBAT WEED GROWTH

Too expensive for wide scale use
Sandestin Lakes are interconnected, eliminating chances 

of building large colonies of beneficial bacteria
Aeration recommended for most brands
Bacteria can be killed by lawn pesticide runoff



AN OUNCE OF PREVENTION……

Create berms and swales around lakes to 
minimize runoff.

Use only slow-release, low phosphorus fertilizer.
Keep grass clippings out of lakes.
Create buffer strips of natural vegetation between 

the lawn or landscaped area and the lake to 
prevent nutrients and contaminants from 
reaching lake.



KIAWAH NATURAL SHORELINES 





MAINTENANCE ACTIVITIES



AERATION



BARLEY STRAW AT ST. ANDREWS LAKE



HAND RAKING



SONIC ALGAE CONTROL



WEEDOO ELECTRIC HARVESTER



DREDGING



HERBICIDE AND ALGAECIDE APPLICATION



WEED HARVESTER



YOUR SOA LAKES TEAM WORK 
TIRELESSLY AGAINST THE ODDS TO 
MAINTAIN THE AESTHETICS AND 
HEALTH OF THE LAKE SYSTEM 



WHAT IS THE SOA DOING TO HELP?

• Working with golf operations to reduce the amount of 
detrimental chemicals that are used on the golf course

• Trying to establish and create natural shorelines whenever 
possible

• Reducing our dependency on the lakes for irrigation purposes by 
installing reclaimed water pumping systems



WHAT CAN YOU DO?
• Use environmentally friendly chemicals

• Don’t blow grass clippings into the lakes or storm drains

• Promote environmentally friendly landscape activities with your 
neighborhood and your landscaper

• Preserve water, attach rain sensors to your irrigation system, if its 
raining, you don’t need your irrigation on



IF WE ALL WORK TOGETHER, WE CAN HELP 
TO MAINTAIN A HEALTHY FISHERY TOO!



QUESTIONS?

NEXT MANAGERS MOMENT

MARCH TBD, 2022


